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great error in their manner of speaking
proceeds immediately from not opening the
mouth sufficiently. Hence words are drawled
out in a careless lazy manner, or the sound
finds a passage thro the nose."

This may have the merit of ingenuity,
but in connection with it Webster makes a
sounder observation when he compares N~ew
England perpetuating old English idioms
because of her isolation, to an internal vil-
lage contrasted with a city. " New Eng-
land has been in the situation of an island ;
during one hundred and sixty years, the
people, except in a few commercial towns,
have not been exposed to any of the causes
which effect great changes in language and
manners."

To continue these notes: he finds the use
of w for v prevalent in Boston and Phila-
delphia, as weal for veal, but unknown in
Hartford. "Vast numbers of people in
Boston and the neighborhood use w for v ;
yet I never once heard this pronunciation
in Connecticut." He regards this use as
the survival of old custom, but since thte
nation in general had made a distinction,
every person should resign his peculiarities